Due to the lack of adequate information, there is no an attempt to make a Hittite cultic calendar. But, festivals associated with the agricultural cycle for the Hittite cultic calendar can be taken into account. There were numerous festivals in Hittite Anatolia during the second millennium BC. While some of these festivals took more than one month, some were taking in a few hours. Typically, Hittite festivals have spiritual characteristics and consist of libations for different types of gods. It is possible to make a cultic calendar considering the distribution of festivals during the year. Most of the festivals are taking place in autumn and spring. Therefore, it may be said that Hittite festivals are connected with the agricultural cycle. The spring feats in the beginning of agricultural activities celebrated for the gods related to "seed" and the autumn feats in the end of the agricultural activities celebrated for the gods related to "harvest". This situation indicates that the Hittite cultic calendar has an economic aspect. The gods in the Hittite panteon represent natural events that determine agricultural activities. For this reason it can be said that the agricultural cycle formed the Hittite cultic calendar.
agricultural cycle. The agricultural year starts in Anatolia in spring with planting seeds, and ends in fall with the harvesting of crops. In a similar tendency, festival rituals of the Hittites in spring were related with seed, soil and the New Year and the rituals in fall were related with harvesting and threshing. 6 It may be possible to generate a Hittite cultic calendar based on the agricultural characteristics of the mentioned religious events.
We do not encounter any names of months in the Hittite cuneiform texts. Nevertheless, three seasons are mentioned, which are hamešhant (spring), zenant (fall), and gimant (winter).
7 Connected with fall, there are also some marks (BURU X ) indicating summer. 8 Although not yet certain, the Hittites are believed to have used a lunar based calendar. 9 If it was so, months changed positions within the year independently of seasons.
The strongest evidence about the beginning of the Hittite cultic calendar indicates that it was spring, because calendars started with religious rituals performed at the beginning of the agricultural season in most agriculture-based communities of the ancient Near East. The solar calendar of Egypt started with the month of Hoiach, when the Nile started to overflow in the middle of June.
10
In the lunar calendars of the ancient Mesopotamia the year started with the festival of Akitu, which was celebrated in March-April.
11 It can be assumed that a similar approach was adopted in Anatolia during the Hittites era. 12 In such a case, spring, through which the agricultural season starts in Anatolia, can be perceived as the beginning point of the Hittite calendar/cultic calendar. Because Hittites were an agricultural society, and success or failure in agriculture were vital for them. To be able to get a hold of the fertility arising in spring, the major religious rituals were performed at that period of the year
The festival of purulli ( EZEN purulli/wurulli/purulliyaš), which is mentioned in the Hittite cuneiform texts, could be indicating that the Hittite cultic calendar began in spring. It is understood from the Illuyanka myth 13 and annals of Muršili II 14 which provide us with information about the festival, that the festival was celebrated in spring and at the beginning of the year. Although there is no information about the theme of the festival, the fact that the word "pur/wur" 15 means 'country, land' 16 and that it was performed at the beginning of the agricultural season may be referring to the agricultural aspect of the festival.
Another Hittite festival which is understood to have been celebrated in spring is the AN.TAH.ŠUM Plant Festival ( EZEN AN.TAH.ŠUM SAR ). 17 The species of this plant is not definite. Different opinions have been put forward about it being a type of colchicum, 18 saffron, 19 or lily. 20 However, the plant must have been grown in spring, when the festival was performed. 21 The Texts mention the opening of the giant pithos (harši) during a ritual performed on the sixth 22 and twelfth 23 day of the festival, which lasted for thirty-eight days in total. The opening and closing of these pithos were performed through certain rituals. During the Festival of filling in the harši pithos (
24 celebrated in fall immediately after harvesting, these grain pithos were filled with barley and then sealed. In the following spring, the sealed pithos were opened in the Festival of opening the harši pithos ( EZEN DUG harši hešuwaš), 25 and the grains inside were used in the celebrations made during the festival. 26 Another ritual that was performed related with the AN. 41 ) mentioned in the texts as well. Nevertheless, it is probable that the festival was performed in summer, when the fruits are harvested.
In accordance with the information provided in the Hittite texts, it is difficult to discriminate fall from summer, because harvesting of some crops continues into the fall season. The characteristic features of fall can be perceived as harvesting and threshing, followed by harvesting the crops. The season is speculated to have started in September 42 or August 43 in the Hittites era.
One of the most important festivals that the Hittites are thought to have celebrated in fall was nuntarriyašhaš Festival ( EZEN nuntarriyašhaš). The lexical meaning of the word is Hurry/Speed/Haste Festival 44 The festival, which lasted about forty-three days, 45 consisted of an intense cultic tour. Therefore, there are some opinions indicating that the festival got its name from these cultic tours that are performed intensively in a fast manner. 46 Because of that, this festival is seen as the equivalent of AN.TAH.ŠUM Plant Festival, which was celebrated in spring, in the fall season by some. 47 The 49 , getting its name from the season it was celebrated in, was actually the same event with nuntarriyašhaš Festival, and two different names were given to the same festival. 50 Though this claim cannot be verified, it is clearly indicated in the inscriptions that the harši pithos opened in spring were filled in and sealed in the Fall Festival. 51 It may be acceptable to see this event as the end of the agricultural season.
Another important event in the Hittite cultic calendar was EZEN KI.LAM. It is generally translated as the Gate/Marketplace Festival. 52 The festival lasted just for three days and the libations were made for the sake of Crops God ( D halki). 53 Royal depot keepers coming from different cities stood next to piles of crops they brought, and presented their "houses" in turn and performed their libations 54 after they were introduced to the king in the order of the names of cities. The meaning of "houses" is unclear in this context, yet it is possible that it is related with the pile of crops mentioned in the previous sentence. In this sense, it can be stated that agricultural products coming from different cities were presented to the king and this event was actually some sort of a taxation ceremony. The festival could have taken its name from the venue of the event, as it might have been performed at the gate or in the garden of the palace. The fact that the festival was performed at a time when agricultural yield was very high during the harvesting period, 55 the city depots were full and a certain amount of crops were brought to the capital supports this very idea. 59 Hoffner, "An English-Hittite Dictionary", 39. 60 Hoffner, "An English-Hittite Dictionary", 40; Rost, "Zu den hethitischen Bildbeschreibungen", 173; Darga, 14. 61 According to Hoffner the harvest continued from July to October and the winter began in November. Hoffner, Alimenta Hethaeorum, 28. 62 Goetze, Kleinasien, 468 . 63 Ardzinba, Eskicag Anadolu Ayinleri ve Mitleri, 13 ff. 
